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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . In response to communications filed on March 5, 2007, no new have been 
cancelled; claims 1, 23, 29, 39, 47-48 and 50-52 have been amended, and no new 
claims have been added. Therefore, claims 1-19, 21 and 23-52 are still presently 
pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, 
or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a 
patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1-19, 21 and 23-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 29 and 47 are not limited to a method that runs on a medium. As such, 
the claim is not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. The 
claims lack the necessary physical articles or objects to constitute a machine or a 
manufacture within the meaning of 35 USC 101. They are clearly not a series of steps 
or acts to be a process nor are they a combination of chemical compounds to be a 
composition of matter. As such, they fail to fall within a statutory category. They are, at 
best, functional descriptive material perse. 

Descriptive material can be characterized as either "functional descriptive 
material" or "nonfunctional descriptive material." Both types of "descriptive material" are 
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nonstatutory when claimed as descriptive material perse, 33 F.3d at 1360, 31 USPQ2d 
at 1759. When functional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable 
medium, it becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and will be 
statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the function of the descriptive 
material to be realized. Compare In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d 
1031, 1035 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Claims 30-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they are dependent 
upon rejected independent claim 29. 

4. Claims 1 , 23, 29, 47-48, 50-51 are not statutory because they merely recite a 
number of computing steps without producing any concrete result that is displayed or 
stored on a computer readable medium (see MPEP 2106 IV.B.2.(b)). The claims 
should be amended so that a tangible result is produced. 

Claims 2-19, 21, 24-28, 30-46, and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 
because they are dependent upon rejected independent claims 1, 23, 29, and 48. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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6. Claims 1-12, 15-19, 21, 23-25, 28-45, and 47-52 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fenton et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 

No. US 2002/0194195). 

As to claim 1 . Fenton et al. teaches a media publishing system, comprising: 
a network interface to connect the media publishing system to a user (See 

paragraph 0056); 

a plurality of web services including media project building, publishing, and 
accessing services using presentation templates grouped into categories (See abstract; 
paragraph 0003; paragraph 0050-0051 , where "categories" is read on "asset packs"; 
paragraph 0124-0125); and 

a data storage providing a file system to the plurality of web services, where the 
file system provides access to media items (See paragraph 0066; paragraph 0089), 

wherein the presentation template includes settable features, which controls an 
aspect of presenting the media project (See paragraph 01 1 8; paragraph 0121; 
paragraph 0124-0125), and 

wherein the settable features for presentation templates in the same category are 
configured to match, and remain unchanged when a presentation template in the same 
category is switched for another presentation template in the same category (See 
paragraph 0124-0125). 
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As to claim 2, Fenton et al. teaches a plurality of network servers linked together 
in a local network to provide an application programming environment for the plurality of 
web services (See abstract; paragraph 0010; paragraph 0041). 

As to claim 3, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the application programming 
environment includes a rich media publishing platform (See abstract; paragraph 0040- 
0041; paragraph 0045; paragraph 0054; paragraph 0066; paragraph 0086; paragraph 
0089; paragraph 0117; paragraph 0149). 

As to claim 4, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the a rich media publishing platform 
includes a member publishing service, a repository, a repository filters, and an 
administrative service (See abstract; paragraph 0040-0041; paragraph 0045; paragraph 
0054; paragraph 0066; paragraph 0086; paragraph 0089; paragraph 0117; paragraph 
0149). 

As to claim 5, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the application programming 
environment includes a create-once-render-everywhere (CORE) platform (See 
paragraph 0050; paragraph 0075; paragraph 0078; paragraph 0082-0087; paragraph 
151) 



As to claim 6, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the CORE platform includes a 
rendering service, a user interface management service, a publishing service, and a 
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content management service (See paragraph 0050; paragraph 0056; paragraph 0075; 
paragraph 0078; paragraph 0082-0087; paragraph 151) 

As to claim 7, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the application programming 
environment includes a content distribution platform (See abstract; paragraph 0003; 
paragraph 009-016). 

As to claim 8, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the content distribution platform 
includes an identity service and a commerce service (See paragraph 0045; paragraph 
0054; paragraph 0086). 

As to claim 9, Fenton et al. teaches a producer system including at least one 
development application to build and support the plurality of web services, the producer 
system running on the application programming environment (See abstract; paragraph 
0017; paragraph 0054). 

As to claim 10, Fenton et al. teaches a client system to enable the user to access 
the plurality of web services, the client system including at least one user interface 
application (See abstract; paragraph 0003; paragraph 009-016; paragraph 0056). 



As to claims 1 1 and 24, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the at least one user 
interface application includes a web browser (See paragraph 0017). 
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As to claims 12 and 25, Fenton et al. teaches a local storage to store some of the 
media items to be used to build the media project (See paragraph 0066; paragraph 
0089). 

As to claim 15, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the network interface connects to a 
wide-area network (See paragraph 0041; paragraph 0053; paragraph 0056; paragraph 
0148). 

As to claim 16, Fenton et al. teaches a support system including at least one 
support application to support at least one of the plurality of web services (See 
paragraph 0041; paragraph 0054). 

As to claim 17, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the at least one support application 
includes a maintenance application and a customer service application (See paragraph 
0041; paragraph 0054). 

As to claim 18, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the media items include 
background image, background video, background music, animations, slide shows, 
sounds, and controls (See paragraph 0039; paragraph 0124-0125). 
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As to claim 19. Fenton et al. teaches wherein the plurality of web services 
includes a markup language code for the media project, the code including links to 
media items stored in the data storage (See paragraph 0054; paragraph 0066). 

As to claim 21 , Fenton et al. teaches wherein the aspect includes background 
color or font characteristics (See paragraph 0121; paragraph 0124-0125). 

As to claim 23, Fenton et al. teaches a client system for accessing and utilizing a 
media publishing system (See abstract), comprising: 

a network interface to connect a user to the media publishing system (See 
paragraph 0056); and 

at least one user interface application for building, publishing, and accessing a 
media project using presentation templates of media items grouped into categories (See 
abstract; paragraph 0003; paragraph 0050-0051, where "categories" is read on "asset 
packs"; paragraph 0124-0125), 

wherein the presentation template of media items includes settable features, 
which controls an aspect of presenting the media project (See paragraph 0118; 
paragraph 0121; paragraph 0124-0125), and 

wherein the settable features for presentation templates in a same category are 
configured to match and remain unchanged when a presentation template in the same 
category is switched for another presentation in the same category (See paragraph 
0124-0125). 
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As to claim 28, Fenton et al. teaches a code publishing service to download a 
project code to execute the media project from the client system (See paragraph 0117; 
paragraph 0149; paragraph 0151). 

As to claim 29, Fenton et al. teaches a method of building, publishing, and 
accessing a media project (See abstract), comprising: 

selecting a category of the media project (See abstract; paragraph 0003; 
0125paragraph 0040; paragraph 0049; paragraph 0050-0051, where "categories" is 
read on "asset packs"; paragraph 0124-0125); 

selecting a first presentation template of media items from the category, the first 
presentation template including a plurality of media slots, each media slot capable of 
receiving media items in a particular arrangement (See paragraph 0128-0134); and 

selecting and arranging the media items in the each media slot (See paragraph 
0128-0134), 

wherein the presentation template of media items includes settable features, 
which controls an aspect of presenting the media project (See paragraph 0118; 
paragraph 0121; paragraph 0124-0125), and 

wherein the settable features for presentation templates in a same category are 
configured to match and remain unchanged when a presentation template in the same 
category is switched for another presentation in the same category (See paragraph 
0124-0125). 
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As to claims 30 and 49, Fenton et al. teaches selecting publication parameters 
(See abstract; paragraph 0045-0046; paragraph 0054); and storing the media project 
(See paragraph 0066; paragraph 0089). 

As to claim 31 , Fenton et al. teaches wherein the publication parameters include 
a media project name (See paragraph 0089, where "project name" is read on "title"; 
paragraph 0111; paragraph 0121). 

As to claim 32, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the publication parameters include 
a publication level, which indicates a range of users that will have access to the media 
project (See abstract; paragraph 0045-0046; paragraph 0054). 

As to claim 33, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the publication parameters include 
a security level, which restricts access within the publication level (See abstract; 
paragraph 0045-0046; paragraph 0054). 

As to claim 34, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the publication parameters include 
a method of announcement of the stored media project (See paragraph 0111; 
paragraph 0121). 
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As to claim 35, Fenton et al. teaches downloading a project code to execute the 
media project (See paragraph 0117; paragraph 0149; paragraph 0151). 

As to claim 36, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the project code includes layout 
information and features of the media project stored as requests in the project code, 
such that changes made to presentation templates for one media project are reflected in 
other media projects (See paragraph 0128-0134). 

As to claim 37, Fenton et al. teaches wherein selecting and arranging the media 
items in the each media slot includes importing media items transparently to a user 
(See paragraph 0128-0134). 

As to claim 38, Fenton et al. teaches wherein selecting and arranging the media 
items in the each media slot includes selecting the media items from a list, wherein the 
list includes media items distributed among multiple physical locations (See paragraph 
0129-0134). 

As to claim 39, Fenton et al. teaches wherein selecting a first presentation 
template of media items includes changing the first presentation template to a second 
presentation template within the same category while maintaining all the media items in 
the first presentation template (See paragraph 0129-0134). 
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As to claim 40, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the each media slot includes a 
genre and a target format (See paragraph 0129-0134). 

As to claim 41 , Fenton et al. teaches wherein the genre indicates a type of media 
item that can be assigned to the each media slot (See paragraph 0129-0134). 

As to claim 42, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the genre is image, video, audio, or 
animation (See paragraph 0039; paragraph 0124-0125). 

As to claim 43, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the target format indicates a format 
in which the template causes the media item to be requested when the media item for 
the each media slot is to be presented (See paragraph 01 14; paragraph 0119; 
paragraph 0124; paragraph 0141). 

As to claim 44, Fenton et al. teaches wherein the target format is a JPG, GIF, 
bitmap, or other related format (See paragraph 01 14; paragraph 01 19; paragraph 0124; 
paragraph 0141). 

As to claim 45, Fenton et al. teaches wherein selecting and arranging the media 
items includes selecting a specific format of each media item, wherein the specific 
format can be different than the target format specified for the media slot of the each 
media item (See paragraph 0114; paragraph 0119; paragraph 0124; paragraph 0141). 
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As to claim 47, Fenton et al. teaches a method of providing a media publishing 
service (See abstract), comprising: 

connecting the media publishing service to a user; building, publishing, and 
accessing a media project using presentation templates, the presentation templates 
grouped into categories, each presentation template of a same category providing a 
different presentation framework and having the same media item slots (See abstract; 
paragraph 0003; paragraph 0050-0051 , where "categories" is read on "asset packs"; 
paragraph 0124-0125); and . 

using a file system to upload, store, and access the media items (See abstract; 
paragraph 0040-0041; paragraph 0045; paragraph 0054; paragraph 0066; paragraph 
0086; paragraph 0089; paragraph 0117; paragraph 0149), wherein the presentation 
template includes settable features, which controls an aspect of presenting the media 
project (See paragraph 01 18; paragraph 0121; paragraph 0124-0125), and 

wherein the settable features for presentation templates in a same category are 
configured to match and remain unchanged when a presentation template in the same 
category is switched for another presentation in the same category (See paragraph 
0124-0125). 

As to claim 48, Fenton et al. teaches a computer program, stored in a tangible 
storage medium, the program comprising executable instructions that cause a computer 
to: 
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select a category (See abstract; paragraph 0003; 0125paragraph 0040; 
paragraph 0049; paragraph 0050-0051, where "categories" is read on "asset packs"; 
paragraph 0124-0125); 

select a template of media items from the category, the template of including a 
plurality of media slots, each media slot capable of receiving media items in a particular 
arrangement (See abstract; paragraph 0003; paragraph 0050-0051, where "categories" 
is read on "asset packs"; paragraph 0124-0125); and 

select and arranging the media items in the each media slot (See paragraph 
0124-0125), wherein the template of media items includes settable features, which 
controls an aspect of presenting the media project (See paragraph 01 18; paragraph 
0121; paragraph 0124-0125), and 

wherein the settable features for presentation templates in a same category are 
configured to match and remain unchanged when a presentation template in the same 
category is switched for another presentation in the same category (See paragraph 
0124-0125). 

As to claim 50, Fenton et al. teaches a media publishing system (See abstract), 
comprising: 

a means for connecting the media publishing system to a user (See abstract; 
paragraph 0056); 

a means for building, publishing, and accessing a media project using 



Application/Control Number: 10/813,868 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2164 

presentation templates grouped into categories, each presentation template of a same 
category providing a different presentation framework and having the same media item 
slots (See abstract; paragraph 0003; paragraph 0050-0051, where "categories" is read 
on "asset packs"; paragraph 0124-0125); and 

a means for providing a file system to the means for building, publishing, and 
accessing, wherein the file system provides access to media items (See paragraph 
0089-0090), wherein the template of media items includes settable features, which 
controls an aspect of presenting the media project (See paragraph 01 18; paragraph 
0121; paragraph 0124-0125), and 

wherein the settable features for presentation templates in a same category are 
configured to match and remain unchanged when a presentation template in the same 
category is switched for another presentation in the same category (See paragraph 
0124-0125). 

As to claim 51 , Fenton et al. teaches a client system for accessing and utilizing a 
media publishing system (See abstract), comprising: 

a means for connecting a user to the media publishing system (See abstract; 
paragraph 0056); and 

a means building, publishing, and accessing a media project using presentation 
templates grouped into categories (See abstract; paragraph 0003; paragraph 0050- 
0051, where "categories" is read on "asset packs"; paragraph 0124-0125), wherein the 
template of media items includes settable features, which controls an aspect of 
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presenting the media project (See paragraph 0118; paragraph 0121; paragraph 0124- 
0125), and 

wherein the settable features for presentation templates in a same category are 
configured to match and remain unchanged when a presentation template in the same 
category is switched for another presentation in the same category (See paragraph 
0124-0125). 

As to claim 52, Fenton et al. teaches a media publishing system (See abstract), 
comprising: 

a means for selecting a category (See abstract; paragraph 0003; 0125paragraph 
0040; paragraph 0049; paragraph 0050-0051, where "categories" is read on "asset 
packs"; paragraph 0124-0125); 

a means for selecting a template of media items from the category, the template 
of media items including a plurality of media slots, each media slot capable of receiving 
media items in a particular arrangement (See abstract; paragraph 0003; paragraph 
0050-0051, where "categories" is read on "asset packs"; paragraph 0124-0125; 
paragraph 0128-0134); and 

a means for selecting and arranging the media items in the each media slot (See 
paragraph 0128-0134), wherein the template of media items includes settable features, 
which controls an aspect of presenting the media project (See paragraph 01 18; 
paragraph 0121; paragraph 0124-0125), and 



Application/Control Number: 10/813,868 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2164 

wherein the settable features for presentation templates in a same category are 
configured to match and remain unchanged when a presentation template in the same 
category is switched for another presentation in the same category (See paragraph 
0124-0125). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 13-14, 26-27 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fenton et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 
2002/0194195) in view of Masuoka et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 
2004/0230636). 

As to claims 13 and 26, Fenton et al. does not teach a web folder configured as f a 
folder on the web browser. 

Masuoka et al. teaches task computing (See abstract), in which he teaches a 
web folder configured as a folder on the web browser (See paragraph 0609; paragraph 
0634; paragraph 0638). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention was made to have modified Fenton et al. . to include a web 
folder configured as a folder on the web browser. 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Fenton et al. . by the teachings of Masuoka et al. 
because a web folder configured as a folder on the web browser would allow the user to 
store the media content items in a user storage area, manage the media content items 
within the user storage area, share media content items with other users, and configure 
and manage user showcase pages to display the user's media content items (See 
Fenton et al. . paragraph 0017). 

As to claims 14 and 27, Fenton et al. as modified, teaches an upload control tool 
to enable uploading of the media items stored in the local storage to the data storage by 
dragging and dropping the media items directly into the web folder (See Fenton et al. , 
paragraph 0040-0041). 

As to claim 46, Fenton et al. as modified, teaches wherein the category includes 
albums, journals, scrapbooks, music players, e-cards, and games (See Masuoka et al.. 

« 

paragraph 022). 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed on March 5, 2007, with respect to the rejected claims 
1-19, 21 and 23-52 have been fully considered but they are not found to be persuasive: 
In response to applicants' arguments regarding "Fenton fails to teach or suggest 
presentation template including settable features, the settable feature controlling an 
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aspect of presenting the media project, where settable features for presentation 
templates in the same category configured to match and remain unchanged when a 
presentation template in the same category is switched for another presentation 
template in the same category", the arguments have been fully considered but are not 
found to be persuasive, because Fenton discloses a media content [(templates) -which 
is defined as presentation frame work and include media slots according to the 
specification)] configured into "asset packs" (categories) that can be edited using 
editing tools (settable features) (See abstract; paragraphs 0050-0051; paragraphs 
0124-0126). 

In response to applicants' arguments regarding "Fenton's disclosure of asset 
packs appears to describe them only in terms containing particular categories of media 
content, but not as categories of presentation template", the arguments have been fully 
considered but are not found to be persuasive, because the claim language dose not 
define what exactly presentation templates are or what "different presentation 
framework" is and entails. Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 
Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mellissa M. Chojnacki whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4076. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

May 11, 2007 
Mmc 
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